IRF Funding News & Awards
New Transform Foundation Funding
The Transform Foundation has announced the launch of a new funding programme
designed to fund the development of new websites for smaller charities. They class 'smaller'
charities in this instance as charities with an annual income of between £100k and £350k.
With the success of its website grant for charities with incomes above £350k, the Foundation
is now opening up the programme for smaller charities who are not eligible for the main
grant. They say there has been consistent demand from smaller charities for a programme
tailored to their needs – so they have created the new programme, currently in its pilot
phase, designed to meet this demand. Successful applicants to this programme will receive
a more streamlined website design and build process, which requires less time and resource
from the charity and is therefore more suited to smaller charities.
In the first instance, you will have to fill out an online expression of interest form - if
Transform feel you're suitable for the programme, they will then invite you to complete a full
application. For more information, and to apply, visit the Transform Foundation website:
https://www.transformfoundation.org.uk/small-charities-funded-website-programme
Building Communities Fund Now Open
Following our heads-up in last month's newsletter, the new Building Communities Fund (a
partnership between the Big Lottery Fund and the Co-Op Foundation) is now open for
applications.
Eligible organisations can apply for grants of between £30,000 and £100,000. To be eligible,
your organisation must be based in England and be one of the following:
•
•
•
•
•

charities
community and voluntary sector organisations
social enterprises
not-for-profit companies (including community interest companies)
groups or organisations working in partnership (as long as they are led by a voluntary
and community sector organisation).

The Fund is looking for new projects which will prevent or reduce loneliness, by:
•
•
•

reaching out to people of all ages who feel lonely or isolated
encouraging them to take part in activities
helping them to feel more connected

The Main Fund deadline is 12 noon on Friday 24th August - so if you'd like to apply, you'll
need to start soon. The separate Youth Fund strand is not yet open for applications, but will
be opened this month.
For more information, and to apply, visit the Big Lottery Fund website.
https://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/funding/programmes/building-connections-fund

BBC Children in Need
The BBC's Children in Need fund currently has deadlines coming up for both its Small
Grants and Main Grants programmes. Children in Need seeks to fund projects working with
children and young people of 18 years and under experiencing disadvantage through:
•
•
•
•

Illness, distress, abuse or neglect
Any kind of disability
Behavioural or psychological difficulties
Living in poverty or situations of deprivation

The Main Grants programme makes grants of over £10,000 per year for up to 3 years - there
is no official upper limit on Main Grants, but very few are for amounts over £40,000 per year,
and most are for less. The Main Grants programme is a two-step process, so you will hear
within a couple of weeks of the deadline whether your application has gone through to round
2. An overall decision will be made within 5 months of the deadline date.
The Small Grants programme makes grants of up to £10,000 per year for 3 years (if you've
applied before, you may notice that this was changed last year from the old system of up to
1 year's funding).
The next deadline for Main Grant applications is 13th September, and the next deadline for
Small Grant applications is 2nd September. For more information, and to apply, visit the
Children in Need website.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/1N4ddmFHns8VPKjyp3PMYwn/apply-for-a-grant
Ashworth Charitable Trust
This charitable trust makes grants to primarily grassroots projects which support
humanitarian aims. Projects can have local, national or international benefit, but must be
delivered by an organisation which is registered as charitable in the UK.
The Trust is keen to fund projects which have any of the following characteristics:
•
•
•
•
•
•

The project or activity has been initiated by people living at the grassroots who are
empowered to find the solutions to their own problems
The project has a relatively simple, clear set of objectives and actions that further the
vision of the Trust
The project develops the capacity of individuals, their communities or their institutions
helping them to help themselves
The project enhances the learning of individuals, their communities or their
institutions
The project's beneficiaries participate in the management and running of the project
or activity
The project's beneficiaries have suffered, or are suffering, from injustice, poverty or
personal circumstances that are difficult for the individual to overcome without
assistance

Grants are generally for amounts under £3,000, and the Trust prefers to fund smaller
organisations, where a grant of that size will make a measurable difference.

The next deadline for applications is 31st August. For more information, and to apply, visit
the Trust's website. http://www.ashworthtrust.org/index.html
Theatres Trust
The Theatres Trust's Theatre Improvement Scheme is currently open for applications. The
scheme, which is run in partnership with the Wolfson Foundation, makes capital grants of up
to £20,000 for improvements to theatres.
The theme for 2018 is 'Improving Accessibility'. Grants will be made for projects which make
their theatre more accessible through changes to the building or its systems. To be eligible
to apply to the scheme, applicants must demonstrate that they:
•
•
•
•

own or manage a theatre(s) with titles or signed leases of more than 5 years on
buildings in England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland
run a year-round programme of live performance, of no less than 30 performances a
year
have a bona fide UK charitable or not-for-profit legal structure and be able to provide
certified or audited accounts for at least two years.
operate a theatre(s) that achieve excellence through their producing and
programming or architectural significance

The deadline for applications is Thursday 13th September. For more information, and to
apply, visit the Theatres Trust website. http://www.theatrestrust.org.uk/how-we-help/grantsfunding/theatre-improvement-scheme
Funding to Deter Attacks on Places of Worship
Funding is aimed to tackle the rising number of hate crimes against religious buildings.
Places of worship can now apply for a new round of funding under the Government's Places
of Worship - Security Funding Scheme. A total of £1 million is available during this funding
round. The scheme is open to churches, mosques, temples and gurdwaras in England. The
Jewish community will be exempt from this scheme as a similar commitment was made to
fund Jewish community sites through a grant administered by the Community Security Trust.
Places of worship can only bid for security equipment and not for the cost of recruiting
security personnel. The maximum grant available per application is £56,000 or projects
costing up to £70,000. Funding would also include the appropriate labour cost to install the
security equipment. Deadline: 23:59 on 10th August 2018. More information.
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/places-of-worship-security-funding-scheme
Funding to Support Education in Disadvantaged Areas
The British & Foreign School Society (BFSS) gives grants to charities for educational
activities to support schools and registered charities that wish to undertake educational work
with children and young people in disadvantaged areas. Grants are given to organisations
with UK charitable status and are for the purpose of advancing educational opportunity in the
UK and developing countries. The Society no longer makes grants for individuals. BFSS
normally makes grants for educational projects totalling about £600,000 in any one year.
Schools wishing to apply need to have either charitable status or "exempt charity" status.

The next closing date for applications is 27th August 2018. For further information, please
click here http://bfss.org.uk/grants/
Grants to Improve Lives of People and Their Communities
The Draper’s Charitable Fund supports registered charities with projects that aim to improve
the quality of life and expectations of people and their communities within the UK,
particularly those disadvantaged or socially excluded. Most of the support is focused in
Greater London and covers social welfare, education and training, textile and heritage
particular, including homelessness, prisoners, ex-service personnel, support for the elderly,
carers, community and family services, disabled adults. There is no minimum or maximum
grant; grants are normally awarded for sums up to £15,000. The next closing date for
applications: 11th September 2018. More information.
http://www.thedrapers.co.uk/Charities/Applying-For-A-Grant/List-of-Grants/DCF.aspx
Small Grants Funds to Provide Free Legal Advice
The London Legal Support Trust raises funds for free legal services and supports the
provision of specialist legal advice through law centres, advice agencies and citizens advice
bureaux etc. Any charity in London and the South East that provides free legal advice can
apply for grants of up to £5,000. In particular, the Trust is looking to support: new pro bono
surgeries, pro bono surgeries that need time to regain sustainability, one-off capital costs,
particularly associated with capacity building or improving sustainability, the development of
legal advice agencies where none currently exist. The next closing date is the 7th October
2018. For application process and more information, click here.
http://www.londonlegalsupporttrust.org.uk/grants/small-grants/
Trusthouse Charitable Foundation
Trusthouse is an independent grantmaking foundation which makes approximately 150-200
grants totalling around £2.5 million a year. They support charitable organisations with a total
annual income under £500,000 and able to demonstrate a successful track record in
addressing local community problems in areas of extreme deprivation. Acceptable costs
include core costs, salaries, projects costs, capital expenditure on buildings or essential
equipment. Please click here for full Guidelines. Applications can be submitted at any time of
the year. Small Grants will usually receive a final decision within 6 weeks of our receipt of
your application. Major Grants will be decided at our Grants Committee meetings which
usually take place in February, May, July and late October/early November. More
information: http://trusthousecharitablefoundation.org.uk/
Family Action Grants
Family Action has been making grants to families and individuals in need since its foundation
in 1869. However, applications directly from individual members of the public are not
accepted. Online applications must be made by a suitable referring agency such as:
statutory agencies or charities that provide health or social care, housing associations,
probation services and GPs. Grant priority areas: Older People, Disability/Sickness, Mental
Health, Domestic Abuse, Holidays for Women living in Greater London. More information
https://www.family-action.org.uk/what-we-do/grants/welfare-grants/

Culture Seeds Grants to Support Community-led Cultural Projects
This is a two-year rolling programme so you can apply at any time for funding between
£1,000-£5,000. Culture Seeds is part of the Mayor of London’s draft Strategy for Culture,
Culture for all Londoners. The new grants will be used to support community-led cultural
projects in every London borough and will support not-for-profit, small or informal
organisations and groups as well as individuals as it is often harder for them to access
funding. Full details on the Mayor's website. https://glagrants.org.uk/home/culture-seedsgrants/
New Grant Scheme to Tackle Inequality Across the Capital
The City Bridge Trust provides grants totalling around £15m per year towards charitable
activity benefiting Greater London. Its new grant programme Bridging Divides particularly
wants to fund agencies supporting people with multiple and/or complex problems and can
fund up to 5 years work which may include core funding. The programme supports projects
under three strands: Connecting the Capital, Positive Transitions, and Advice and Support.
Applications are welcome from not-for-profit organisations. There are no closing dates.
Please complete the Eligibility Quiz first. https://www.citybridgetrust.org.uk/what-wedo/grant-making/
Grants to Tackle Social Issues
The Rayne Foundation looks for creative ways of tackling entrenched social issues through
the arts, health, wellbeing, and education. They support projects that can be replicated and
led by people with vision, and encourage applications that apply to their evolving list of areas
of special interest, which are available on the website. They will consider applications in the
fields of arts, health and wellbeing, education in its widest sense, and those that cover social
issues. Their focus is to connect communities, building bridges between marginalised groups
and mainstream society, and to enable individuals to reach their full potential. Applications
can be submitted at any time. More information here. http://www.communitymatters.org.uk/web_app/article.php?id=341
The Fore: Development Funding
The Fore is the only open-access funder in the UK offering development funding and
strategic support to early-stage charities and social enterprises
They provide funding to UK-registered charities, community interest companies, charitable
incorporated organisations and community benefit societies with annual income of less than
£500,00. They offer grants of up to £30,000 over one to three years and access to business
expertise. Deadline: 3 September 2018. More details at https://www.thefore.org/charities/
UnLtd Impact Fund
The UnLtd Impact Fund is a practical loan/grant finance package for ambitious social
ventures who are improving access to employment for those distant from the labour market.
On offer is a blended loan and grant financing package of between £50,000 and £150,000
and support from an Unltd venture support manager. https://www.unltd.org.uk/oursupport/scaling-up/unltd-impact-fund	
  

