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Refugee Week Celebration June 21°%' 2016

Islington Refugee Forum (IRF) successfully delivered its yearly Refugee Week
celebration. On June 21st 2016, approximately 132 people attended representing

many different communities. The event was also attended by the Mayor of Islington,
Il slington counci |YouwhtGodndiilMPsand 1|1 sl ingtonds

Refugee week this year was particularly unique as it took place in historic and
defining times with the unprecedented movement of people resulting ina migration
crisis in Europe. This crisis is the largest of its kind, since the Second World War.
The tragic murder of Jo Cox MP also highlighted the division within the community.
Refugee Week enable us to remembered her and celebrate her life as a good
Samaritan and above all a humanitarian advocate who dedicated her life to standing

for the rights of the poor, oppressed and refugees.
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The Refugee Week events play a pivotal role in demonstrating how welcoming
refugees is not only a legal and moral obligation but also a great financial investment
for our society. We would like to say a big dhank youéto Islington council for
supporting our event by generously providing human and financial resources.

The celebration created an interactive platform which enabled over 50 organisations
from Refugee Community Organisations (RCO), the public sector and statuary
bodies to get together, share information, network, listen to speakers and view art

work presented by five schools in Islington. These organisations hosted 24 stalls in
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which they displayed their publications to give the public powerful information to

learn about the issues and challenges facing refugees today.

Susan Fajana-Thomas, the Chairperson of the Islington Refuge Forum (IRF)

welcomed all guests including; the participants from a wide range communities in
Islington, the professional bodies, schools and Islington council. Ms Fajana-Thomas
asked the audience to observe a one minute silence in memory of MP Jo Cox, her
work and her commitment to the values and principles she upheld during her short
life. It was acknowledged that this was even more pertinent that her principles and

values persevere in her absence.
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Susan Fajana-Thomas, the Chairperson of the Islington Refuge Forum (IRF)

The Chairperson stressed the importance of welcoming refugees; highlighting the
theme of t hi swegkeofait Wesl crddbpiEtiee ssometimes negative
media reports or public comments that there have been voiced. Islington is very
proud to be one of the few boroughs that remain open and welcoming to refugees in

the UK with a proven track record in solidarity and support to their cause.

Consequently the commitment of IRF in working with Islington Council could not be

stronger.
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Ms Fajana-Thomas spoke passionately about challenges that face refugees today
including the need to debunk the misconceptions about refugees which creates
needless hostilities and un-fair policies towards them. She emphasised the
importance of promoting a culture of tolerance and understanding as well as

enhancing inner cooperation between RCOs and other relevant agencies.

Ms Lela Kogbara, Assistant Chief executive (Strategy & Community Partnerships),
Chief Ex e ¢ u t Depastdest Islington council, highlighted the myth that refugees do
not contribute positively to the economy and wellbeing of society. Ms Kogbara spoke
of her own experience arriving here as a refugee, when the International Red Cross
(IRC) brought her into the UK. She was fleeing from the conflict in her own country in

Africa in 1968. Her contribution since has been significant in both voluntary and paid

work. Ms Kogbarastat ed t hat O6we have to stop the

remember the |l oss of the young vVvi brant
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Islington is proud to be a safe haven to refugees and is one of the few boroughs that

welcome Syrian refugees.

Ms Lela Kogbara, Assistant Chief executive (Strategy & Community

Partnerships), Chief Elgliegtomttouncd.6s Depart ment

Ms Kogbara reminded everyone in attendance that many of the most influential

people inthe world were refugees, starting from Jesus Christ of Nazareth, raising
guestions about how we puwrassid ipeoge atk defugedsyge e s 6 0
including the international renowned musicians 6 T h e F argl Riea &\@a, each

has made a positive contribution to society. Olympic champion Mo Farah and
politician Ed Miliband, have a family history within the c
examples challenge the conceptual understanding of who we categorise as

6refugeed.

Ms Kogbara reminded the audience that recognising and assisting refugees has
been integral part of British values and complies with International Law and the UN.
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More importantly she reminded us that welcoming refugees will benefit this country

into the future.

Lela ended her presentation by saying that Islington Council protects voluntary
funding; and the refugee funds were protected. This demonstrates the councildé s
commitment and understanding of the needs and challenges faced by refugees

today.

Welcome to Refugees- Video:

A oOwelcomed video was screened showing about
refugees in different languages. This was inspired by the great enthusiasm shown by

people inthe UK to welcome refugees during the 12th of September 2015

demonstrations. The IRF sent letters to Islington residents asking if they would like

to send a welcome message for refugees and share itvia video. The residents of

Islington actively responded. Luca, a 13 years old school boy sent a warm and

friendly message 0 wishnmce peee tdlige in, anditdiohongée |

where you could find friends6é. Thank you to

Emmanuel Taiwo who supported us in producing the videos.

Video Presentation - Refugees are not a burden

A short video was screened. This featured three interviews with refugees in London
enabled. These interviews helped the audience to see first- hand the struggles and
barriers new refugees have to overcome in order to become successful citizens. The
contribution they make to improve society and how they prepared to integrate with

the British way of life.



The participants were Janet Murungi, the founder of RICE Community Action- from
Uganda, Hassan Osoble, a researcher and development officer from the Council of
Somali organisations as well as being a community worker who is originally from
Somalia, and Councillor Michelline Safi Ngongo, who is the chairperson of Light
Project International who is Congolese.

ISLINGTON

- FORUM




