
1 

 

Islington Refugee Forum- Refugee Week  
15-17th June 2015 
 
Islington Refugee Forum organised three 
events in the Refugee Week in Islington from 
15-17h June 15. IRF would like to say THANK 
YOU to its members and participants of this 
year’s Refugee Week for their attendance and 
for making it such a success! A more detailed 
report about the Islington Refugee Forum- 
Refugee Week is attached with this 
newsletter.  
……………………………………………………………………. 
Refugee Employment- the Way Forward 
Conference 
15 June 2015  
 
The conference addressed the challenges and 

barriers that refugee people with previous 

qualifications face when they come to this 

country. The conference highlighted the 

importance of volunteering in order to get 

subsequent sustainable employment. 

Speakers from different RCOs shared their 

experiences in regards to unemployment in 

their communities and practical solutions to 

the problems.  

Shawbo Mohamad from Kurdish and Youth 

Centre, Emel Yuksel Information Line & 

Volunteer Coordinator  from IMECE Women 

Centre; Nicky Freeling from Islington Business 

Engagement and Employment Support 

Manager- Islington Council, Ali Abdul From 

Islington Somali Community; Huda Al-Amin, 

the coordinator of Mosaada Centre for single 

women; Veronica Gutierrez Volunteers 

Coordinator from Latin American Women's 

Rights Services (LAWRS); and Gona Saeed 

from Kurdish and Middle Eastern Women’s 

Organisation.  

The way forward for IRF is to support refugee 

organisations in their work on tackling poverty 

and unemployment, in building refugees’ 

transferable skills, in getting RCOs to carry out 

interdisciplinary work, and to work closely 

together as well as with main stream 

organisations. The event provided a great 

opportunity for exchanging information, 

sharing learning and networking. 

 

…………………………………………………………………….. 
Mental Wellbeing of Refugees and Migrants 
Assembly  
16th June 2015 
 
The attendants of the assembly, including 

representatives from different RCOs, 

counsellors and health service providers, 

shared their experiences in working with 

people in need of mental wellbeing services. 

Susan Fajana- Thomas from Islington 

Community Wellbeing Development Service-

Hillside Club; Savin Bapir-Tardy from Iranian 

and Kurdish Women Organisation (IKWRO); 

Floralba Hague, and Claudia Croppo from 

Latin American Women's Rights Services 

(LAWRS); Isil Sansoy, from IMECE Women’s 
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I    Is   Islington Refugee Forum (IRF) is a refugee 
led organisation that works with all refugee 
community organisations (RCOs) in 
Islington. 

         IRF Mission is to work with refugees and 
refugee community organisations in 
Islington to ensure greater economic, social 
and educational participation in the 
mainstream economy by promoting 
dialogue, partnership working, advocacy 
and the provision of employment, self-
employment, health, and training advice.  

 

Centre; Sarah Leeh- From Islington 

Healthwatch; and Gladys  Jusu-Sherif from 

Wand Group. 

 
The assembly provided a platform for all 
participants to discuss issues around mental 
health and wellbeing of refugee communities 
and to discuss possible solutions. The way 
forward for IRF is to empower RCOs to carry 
out interdisciplinary work, cooperate with 
mainstream agencies, and work in partnership 
with their peer organisations in order to 
tackle the obstacles that prevent people from 
refugee backgrounds accessing high quality 
mental health services. 
 
 
………………………………………………………………… 
Refugee Day Celebration 
 17th June 2015 
 
Once more, Islington Refugee Forum 
organised a successful Refugee Day event, this 
time in Islington Assembly Hall, from 10am to 
2.30pm on the 17th of June 2015. In bringing 
together Refugee Community Organisations, 
the public sector, statutory bodies and the 
wider community, the aim was to promote a 
culture of tolerance to help overcome hostility 
and to promote partnership work between 
RCOs and the exchange of information 
through networking. 

Feride Kumbasar (Chair of the IRF) welcomed 
the participants and thanked all the speakers, 
the audience and schools who took part in the 
event. She provided a historical view of 
Refugee Day and why this event has become 
important for refugees.   

The audience listened to inspiring speeches 

delivered by our guest speakers: Councillor 
Michelline Safi Ngongo (Chair and Founder of 
Light Project Int.); Jeremy Corbyn (MP for 
Islington North); Emily Thornberry (MP for 
Islington South and Finsbury); Rita Chadha 
(Chief Executive Officer of the Refugee & 
Migrant Forum of Essex and London); and 
Richard Watts (Leader of Islington Council). 
 
The event featured great performances from 
different communities, including: 3 Meters 
Away from Yemen; Tai-Ji by Master Liu 
Quanjun from the Chinese Tai-Ji Circle; African 
Drumming from the Kekeli African Dance 
Ensemble; and Latin American Music and 
Dance from Colombia. The different refugee 
communities were also represented by food, 
from African and the Middle Eastern 
communities. 
Many thanks to all Islington Refugee 
Community organisations and a Big Thank You 
to Islington Council and to the Local Initiative 
Fund for their financial support. A huge 
THANK YOU to all our volunteers who did a 
fantastic job, and finally we would also like to 
thank Kathrine King from Assembly Hall!  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have any questions or comments on the content of this newsletter, please contact 

us at info@islingtonrefugeeforum.org or call 0207 832 5847 

mailto:info@islingtonrefugeeforum.org

