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News 
 

Shadow Reports on Racism in 
Europe 
 

The European Network Against Racism (ENAR) has 
published a set of shadow reports on incidents of crimes 
motivated by racism, which took place in 26 EU member 
states in the period 2013-14. A total of 47,210 racist 
crimes were reported in the countries covered. 
 However, its states the belief that this is only the tip of 
the iceberg, since not all EU Members properly record 
and report racially motivated crimes.  
 
Principal findings include: 
 

Black and Asian ethnic minorities, Roma, Jews and 
Muslims – or those perceived as such – are the main 
targets of racist crime. Regarding the perpetrators, these 
included the following: 
 

 In Italy, 57% of bias motivated crimes relate to 
race or ethnicity; 

 In Greece, over 200 racially motivated incidents 
targeting people with an Asian background 
were recorded; 

 In Sweden, 980 crimes with an Afrophobic 
motive were recorded. 

 
In most EU countries, cases of violence, abuse or 
incitement to violence against Roma were reported. It 
also found evidence of hate crimes motivated by anti-
Semitic and Islamophobic sentiment. These include: 
 

 A rise in anti-Semitic crimes in Bulgaria, 
Denmark, Germany, Hungary, the Netherlands 
and Sweden. In Germany, 1,275 crimes with an 
anti-Semitic motivation were recorded; 

 Islamophobic crimes have risen in France, 
England and Wales; 

 In Sweden, police reports of crimes with an 
Islamophobic motive increased by 69% from 
2009 to 2013; 

 In the United Kingdom, 74% of incidents 
reported to the organisation Tell MAMA were 
online. 

 
To read a summary of the report, the full report to view a 
video presenting its findings, go to the ENAR website at: 

http://www.enar-eu.org/Shadow-Reports-on-racism-in-
Europe-203 

EU announces four pillars to its 
new immigration and asylum 
policy 
 

On May 13, the European Commission released details 
of its new strategy for "Managing migration better in all 
aspects". The strategy has emerged in recent weeks as 
a response to the refugee crisis in the Mediterranean. It 
sets out 'four pillars' which are: 

- Tripling the capacities and assets for the Frontex joint 

operations Triton and Poseidon in 2015 and 2016. 
An amending budget for 2015 was adopted to secure 
the necessary funds and the new Triton Operational 
Plan will be presented by the end of May; 

- Proposing the first ever activation of the emergency 
mechanism to help member states confronted with a 
sudden influx of migrants. By the end of May, the 
Commission will propose a temporary distribution 
mechanism for persons in clear need of international 
protection within the EU. A proposal for a permanent EU 
system for relocation in emergency situations of mass 
influxes will follow by the end of 2015; 

- Proposing an EU-wide resettlement scheme to offer 

20,000 places distributed in all member states to 
displaced persons in clear need of international 
protection in Europe with dedicated extra funding of €50 
million for 2015 and 2016;  
 
- Working on a possible Common Security and Defence 
Policy operation in the Mediterranean to dismantle 
traffickers' networks and fight smuggling of people, in 
accordance with international law. 

The detailed press release can be found here: 
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-15-4956_en.htm 

…………………………………………. 
Managing Humanitarian 
Protection - Refugee Resettlement 
and other Global Solutions 
03 June 2015 
 
Venue: Committee Room 1, Hendon Town Hall, London 
NW4 4AX Time: 3-5pm 
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The numerous flows of ‘boat people’ crossing the 
Mediterranean, Andaman and South China seas in 
spring 2015 have thrown into relief the absence of 
coordinated migration management systems in both the 
European Union and Asia. 
 
This event brings together some of the leading experts 
on asylum, migration and human rights and will explore 
the above problems and evaluate potential solutions, 
including the prospect of new regional and global 
resettlement programme. 
 
To attend, please book a place on the following 
link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/managing-

humanitarian-protection-refugee-resettlement-and-other-
global-solutions-tickets-16936681069 

……………………………………………… 

Future Events 

 
 
15-17 June 2015 
 
Refugee Week 2015 – Conference 
“Refugee Employment – the Way 
forward”  
15 June 2015 
 
Venue: VAI (2

nd
 floor), 200A Pentonville Road, N1 9JP 

Time: 10am-2pm 

 
The conference aim is to: celebrating the Refugee 

Community Organisations (RCOs) engaged in 

supporting our communities to enter the market through 

providing education, training, volunteering opportunities. 

We will discuss: 

 ways to strengthen the resilience of Refugee 

organisations 

 how to influence local services and  

 how Refugee organisations can engage with 

the council, employers, and job centre plus to 

effect change.   

 
The programme will include case studies, storytelling, 
screening, talks, information sharing, discussion, 
networking, and cultural food will be served at 1pm.  

  
……………………………………………….. 
 

Mental Wellbeing of Refugees and 
Migrants 

16 June 2015 
 
Venue: VAI (2

nd
 floor), 200A Pentonville Road, N1 9JP 

Time: 10am-2pm 

 
Islington Refugee Forum is organising an Assembly on 
the Mental Wellbeing of Refugees and Migrants in 
Islington. This event is to celebrate and build on our 
success supporting our communities’ health and 
wellbeing.  
 
The aim of the Assembly: 
 

To celebrate the RCOs tremendous job in 

supporting refugees and Migrants’ wellbeing! This 

Assembly is to say that “without their work, the refugee 

communities would not be better off”, thereby confirming 

that this work needs to be continued. Also, the purpose 

is to obtain wider community support for RCOs working 

to help their communities 

 

The programme will include: case studies, storytelling, 
screening, talks, information sharing, discussion, and 
networking. If you are willing to take part in the 
Assembly and haven’t confirmed your attendance yet, 
please get in touch with IRF to discuss your 
participation.  
 

Janan Aljabiri, IRF Coordinator 

Tel: 0207 832 5847; 

Email: info@islingtonrefugeeforum.org 

 

Refugee Day Celebration 

17 June 2015 
 
Venue: Islington Town Hall, Upper Street, N1 2UD 
Time: 10am-2.20pm 

 
Celebrating refugees’ contribution to Islington; promoting 

a culture of tolerance to help overcome hostility, and 

promoting partnership work between RCOs, with 

organisations from the wider community. 

The programme will include:  

 Speeches from Jeremy Corbyn (MP for Islington North), 
Richard Watts (Leader of Islington Council)  and Rita 
Chadha (Chief Executive Officer, Refugee & Migrant 
Forum of Essex and London);   
 

 Stalls and information sharing,  
 

 Art competition for schools in Islington,  
 

 Music and Dance from African, Latin American, Middle 
Eastern and Asian communities 
 

 A range of wonderful food 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/managing-humanitarian-protection-refugee-resettlement-and-other-global-solutions-tickets-16936681069
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/managing-humanitarian-protection-refugee-resettlement-and-other-global-solutions-tickets-16936681069
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/managing-humanitarian-protection-refugee-resettlement-and-other-global-solutions-tickets-16936681069
mailto:info@islingtonrefugeeforum.org
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For more details please contact us on: 
Telephone: 0207 832 5847 
E-mail: info@islingtonrefugeeforum.org 

………………………….................... 
 

Free Training on the Equality Act 
2010  
08 June 2015  

 
Venue: Islington (to be announced) Time: 9.30am-

4.30pm 
 
Race on the Agenda is offering free training on the 
Equality Act for participants who have previously 
attended the two day Equality Act training. Participants 
will be asked to complete a quiz on the basic concepts 
and provisions within the Equality Act.  
 
The main objectives are to discover key training 
techniques; gain practical skills in communicating key 
concepts and provisions within the Act; learn to design 
training to meet learner needs; and to gain practical 
experience in delivering a short session for the group. 
 
Please note that although the training is free of charge 
ROTA pays for the refreshments and room hire costs in 
offering a place on the training. Therefore, if you register 
your place and fail to attend you will be invoiced for £25. 

 
For more information, please email 

poornima@rota.org.uk.  

 
To book your place, please complete the online booking 
form at 

http://www.rota.org.uk/civicrm/event/register?id=4

3&reset=1 

………………………….................... 

Carers Week 
Monday 8 to Sunday 14 June 
 
Venue: different locations Time: different times 

 
Islington Carers Hub and partners are holding events 
across the borough in Carers Week to celebrate and 
raise awareness of everyone who cares for a partner, 
relative, or friend who is frail, sick or disabled, or who 
has a mental health or substance misuse issue. 
 
The theme for this year is Building Carer Friendly 
Communities. Islington Carers Hub is organising a 
launch event on Monday 8th June from 10am-2pm at 
the Town Hall, Upper Street N1, and a Health and 
Wellbeing Fair at Centre 404 on Wednesday 10th June 
from 10.30am-3pm, as well as information stands at 
local hospitals and community events. 
 

For more Information and for bookings please visit: 
http://www.carersweek.org/ 

………………………….................... 

Islington Council’s Community 
Chest Celebration 
10 June 2015 
 
Venue: Islington Assembly Hall, Upper Street, N1 2UD 

Time: 5pm-7pm. 

 
The event is to celebrate the achievements of voluntary 
organisations funded by Islington Council’s Community 
Chest. It will be an opportunity to network and build a 
sense of community among the borough’s grassroots 
organisations aimed at helping foster local resilience. 
Among the speakers will be Richard Watts (Leader of 
the Council), Cllr Asima Shaikh (Executive Member for 
Economic and Community Development) and Kristina 
Glenn (Director of Cripplegate Foundation). 
Furthermore, there will be displays and performances 
from groups funded by Islington Council’s Community 
Chest.  
 
For more information, please contact Nikki Wimborne 
Programme Officer- Cripplegate Foundation & Islington 
Giving on 020 7288 6942. 

………………………….................... 
 

Capacity Building Support for 
Advice Giving Organisations in 
Islington  
19 June 2015 
 

Venue: Voluntary Action Islington Time: 1pm, 2pm and 

3pm 
 

Are you an advice giving organisation? Do you need 
any support with developing and resourcing your advice 
services or organisation? ADVICEUK will be offering 
support for Islington organisations. More Information can 
be found via: http://www.adviceuk.org.uk/london/ 

………………………….................... 
 

Migration, Trauma and Identity: 
Psychoanalytic Contribution to 
Refugee Week 
26 June 2015  
 
Venue: The Freud Museum, 20 Maresfield Gardens, 

NW3 5SX Time: 19.00-22.00 

The speakers will focus on the emotional experience of 
‘border-crossing’ – psychically in the internal world and, 
geographically in the external world - and its traumatic 
implications for the identity of the individual from a 
psychoanalytic perspective. 

mailto:poornima@rota.org.uk
http://www.rota.org.uk/civicrm/event/register?id=43&reset=1
http://www.rota.org.uk/civicrm/event/register?id=43&reset=1
http://www.carersweek.org/
http://www.adviceuk.org.uk/london/
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Chair: Professor Lesley Caldwell 
Speakers: Kannan Navaratnem, David Morgan, Prof. 

Steven Groarke 

 

Registration via Eventbrite  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/migration-trauma-and-
identity-a-psychoanalytic-contribution-to-un-refugee-
week-tickets-16755134057 

………………………….................... 
 

 

Ex-Detainee Conference 2015 

2 July 2015 
 

Venue: Amnesty International UK, The Human Rights 

Action Centre, 17-25 New Inn Yard, EC2A 3EA Time: 

12:00-17.30 

 

SAMPHIRE- Supporting Migrants in and after Detention 

- would like to invite you to their conference which 

features a number of workshops and interesting 

speakers, including ex-detainees talking about their 

experiences. Lunch is provided and there will be live 

music from Soundmix, which is a great organisation that 

provides regular music-making sessions to young 

refugees and asylum seekers who are separated from 

their families.  

 

If you work for or volunteer with an organisation that 

assists migrants and would like to bring your literature / 

have a stall for networking, please do let AI know and 

they will try to accommodate you. 

 

Please confirm your attendance via e-mail: ex-

detainee@samphireproject.org.uk 

 

………………………….................... 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Tackling Honour Based Violence, 
Forced Marriage and FGM 
Conference 

07 July 2015 
 

Venue: Central London Time: tbc 

 

The conference comes as the government amends the 

Serious Crime Bill to introduce the mandatory duty to 

report all cases of female genital mutilation, and 

following the introduction of a new civil protection order 

that will protect those most at risk. This event brings 

together expert speakers from the police, education, 

local authorities, health and the voluntary sector to 

enhance partnership working and to examine how 

adopting a stronger multi-agency response can enable 

prevention, as well as early intervention and support for 

victims and those at risk. Key topics to be covered on 

the day include: 

 Examining effective implementation of the 
Forced Marriage legislation and the positive 
outcomes it has created; 

 Strengthening prosecution whilst ensuring the 
safety of victims; 

 Promoting multi-agency working to ensure 
effective communication between agencies; 

 Understanding how the new mandatory 
reporting of FGM will impact on you. 

Attend this event to gain crucial knowledge and make 
sure that your organisation is fully equipped to deliver 
effective, holistic services that safeguard vulnerable 
individuals. 

For more information and for online bookings, please 
visit the website:  

http://www.capitaconferences.co.uk/public-sector-
conferences/detail/article/tackling-honour-based-
violence-forced-marriage-and-fgm-
conference.html#conferencePrice 

 

 

If you have any questions or comments on the content of this newsletter, please contact us at 

info@islingtonrefugeeforum.org or call 0207 832 5847 
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