
1 

 

Policies 
 
The Modern Slavery Act 
 
In March the Modern Slavery Act 2015 received royal 
assent, as one of the last pieces of legislation to be 
passed by the current government.  
 
What is changing? 
 

Changes to the definition of forced labour, slavery and 
servitude have the potential to broaden understanding 
of criminal labour exploitation, and encourage the 
investigation and prosecution of a larger number of 
cases. The definition now makes clear that the 
appearance of, or actual consent of a worker to 
exploitative work, is irrelevant where the worker is 
being held in forced labour, slavery or servitude.  

A further important step made by the Act is to protect 
some people who are victims of modern slavery from 
prosecution for crimes they are forced to commit while 
under the control of their exploiters. This includes 
migration-related crimes, such as identity document 
fraud and crimes commonly involving trafficked labour, 
such as cannabis production.  

The Act also extends legal aid to victims of forced 
labour, slavery and servitude, where it was previously 
only available to trafficking victims. 

The detailed modern slavery act can be found under the 
following link:  

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2015/30/conte
nts/enacted 

………………………….................... 

News 
 
Standing Together for OUR VOTE – a fair approach 
to immigration 
 

The Migrants' Rights Network is calling on everyone to 
write to their future MPs and to tell them that the UK 
needs a fair immigration system. The Migrant 
Manifesto for 2015 calls for a different approach 

towards immigration after the election, in particular, is 
asking next government to:  

 Introduce a just and inclusive immigration 
system 
 

 Celebrate rather than scapegoat migrants 

 Oppose discriminatory policy in parliament 

 
The Manifesto aims to contribute to an open and honest 
public discussion about migration and how the 
government could do better in through the following 
six steps: 
 
1. Improve the immigration system for all 

2. Protect the right to a family life 

3. End the exploitation of migrant workers 

4. Protect the interests of international students 

5. End the ‘hostile environment’ 

6. Give European migrants a fair deal 

More information can be found on the website 
http://www.our-vote.org/ 

………………………….................... 

Past Activities 

Commissioning Meeting  
26th March 2015 
 

IRF would like to thank the attendees of the meeting 
with Islington Clinical Commissioning Group (ICCG) 
and Camden and Islington Public Health, organised by 
Islington Refugee Forum and Healthwatch Islington. 
It was great to have representatives of 23 organisations 
from refugee communities as well as the voluntary and 
the public sectors, posing their questions, raising their 
voices, and sharing their experience about ICCG 
commissioning. 

The aim of the meeting was to address how the ICCG 
commissions and how refugee organisations based in 
Islington can approach the group with proposals. 
Among those who attended were Emma Whitby from 
Healthwatch Islington, Elizabeth Stimson Engagement 
Lead in Islington Clinical Commissioning Group  and 
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Mubasshir Ajaz and Baljinder Heer-Matiana from 
Camden and Islington Public Health. 

RCOs concerns included that their needs and requests 
are not being responded to systematically by the 
commissioners, the funding is not being managed 
transparently and there is not enough information 
about what is available. Suggestions included 
partnerships between large and grass-roots 
organisations to ensure that the needs of minority 
communities are actually met.  

The ICCG representative, said that she would take the 

points rased at the meeting back to commissioning 
colleagues.. Lizzie from ICCG emphasised that the group 
was not set up to act as a grant awarding body although 
it does make contracts with local organisations. 
However, she also pointed to the fact that cuts to the 
local authority and ICCG have reduced their capacity to 
do so. 
 
Organisations are welcome to contact Lizzie for more 
information at: estimson@nhs.net 
 
You can find the detailed report of the commissioning 
meeting in the News section on our website at 
http://islingtonrefugeeforum.org/news/ 
 
For more information on commissioning please visit: 
 
http://www.islington.gov.uk/services/business-
licensing/opportunities/selling_council/procurement_
opps/Pages/default.aspx 

………………………….................... 

International Roma Day – addressing Roma 
inclusion 
8th  April 2015 
 
8th April was International Roma Day, in 
commemoration of the first World Romani Congress 
that was held in Orpington in 1971. The focus was the 
issue of inclusion of the Roma people and the question 
was how they could be better integrated in society. One 
way of addressing anti-Roma prejudice is to 
acknowledge past persecution of the Roma minority in 
Europe. Even today, many of the 10 to 12 million Roma 
people across Europe continue to be denied their basic 
human rights and are the victims of racist attacks, 
widespread discrimination and hate speech. EU 
member states were meant to adopt specific strategies 
for the inclusion of Roma by December 2011 under an 
agreement, but many countries including the UK have 
yet to produce a coherent strategy. Instead, it has been 
left to the gypsy, traveller and Roma communities 
themselves in the UK to draft their own situation report 
and to make recommendations on how Roma might be 
better included in UK society. The full report ‘Experts 
by Experience’ can be found under the following link: 

http://ww2.anglia.ac.uk/ruskin/en/home/news/roma
_report.Maincontent.0007.file.tmp/Experts%20by%20
Experience.pdf 

………………………….................... 

Future Events 
 
Refugee Week 2015  
15-17 June 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Venue: VAI, 200A Pentonville Road and Islington Town 
Hall.  Time: different times 
 
The IRF will work jointly with RCOs to run a one week 

programme from 15th to 17th June. The programme 

will include the following:  

A conference about refugees and employment, with a 
focus on youth, women, men - successful stories and 
experience sharing. - on 15th June: 10:00 - 1:00 
 
A joint meeting with refugee community organisations 
about refugees and mental health on 16th June: 10:00 - 
1:00. 
 
A big celebration in Islington Assembly Hall, including 
an art competition for schools in Islington, on 17th 
June: 10:00- 2:20 pm.  
 
There will be stalls, information-sharing, music, dance, 
wonderful food, and speeches from outstanding 
politicians in Islington.  
 
If you would like to be part of the Refugee Week in 

Islington this year, please get in touch with us on: Tel: 

0207 832 5847 or E-mail: 

info@islingtonrefugeeforum.org, Tuesday to Thursday, 

or visit our Website: www.islingtonrefugeeforum.org 

………………………….................... 

Forced marriage (FM) and ‘honour’ based violence 
(HBV) training  
28th April 2015 
 
Venue: Committee Room 4, Islington Town Hall, Upper 
Street N1 2UD: 9:30am -1:00pm 
 
IMECE would like to invite members to the training on 
forced marriage and ‘honour’ based violence. For more 
information, please contact IMECE 
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on reception@imece.org.uk or phone 0207 354 13 59 
or fax 0207 226 7599  
 
Please confirm your attendance by 22th April 2015. 

………………………….................... 

Middlesex University Conference: Migration and 
Crisis in Europe 
29 April 2015 
 
Venue: Committee Room 3, Hendon Town Hall, 
Middlesex University, The Burroughs, London: 9.30-
17.00 
 
This event is free to attend but you need to book a place 
via Eventbrite. 
 
This one-day conference will explore the multiple and 
contradictory links between migration and crisis in 
relation to borders, politics, labour and social 
reproduction. A key focus will be the situation in 
Britain (the event has been purposely scheduled to 
coincide with the UK general election campaign) with 
the wider situation in Europe, particularly the 
Mediterranean region.  
 
The conference will be structured around a series of 
papers by international guest speakers and researchers 
at Middlesex University, followed by a round table 
discussion that will seek to reflect on the ways in which 
crisis has shaped the ways in which migration is 
governed, experienced and understood. 
 
More Information can be found via: 
http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/events/2015/midd
lesex-university-conference-migration-and-crisis-
europe 

………………………….................... 

Love Your Tender Workshop 
29th April 2015 
 

Venue: Voluntary Action Islington: 10am-4.30pm 

 

A free training workshop for voluntary organisations, 
community groups and social enterprises working with 
children, young people and families in Islington. 
This tendering workshop aims to assist you in 
successfully bidding for public sector contracts. This is 
the ideal workshop for those who are new to tendering 
and who want to make sure their organisation is 
'tender ready' when contract opportunities become 
available.  

Resources include a free, published tendering toolkit 
designed specifically for voluntary organisations 
working with children, young people, and families. To 
book your place, please email:  

elinor.hopson-hill@vai.org.uk or phone Voluntary 
Action Islington on: 020 7832 
5800 

………………………….................... 
 

Film screening: 'Everyday Borders' (dir. Orson Nava 
28th April 2015 
 
Venue: G3, SOAS, London, WC1H 0XG: 19.00-21.00 

 

University of East London’s Centre for Research on 
Migration, Refugees and Belonging, Southall Black 
Sisters, Migrant Rights Network andthe Refugee and 
Migrant Forum of Essex and London are presenting the 
screening of this film  hosted by the SOAS Student 
Union.  This will be followed by panel discussion with: 
Meena Patel (SBS), Rita Chadha (Ramfel), Don Flynn 
(MRN), Georgie Wemyss (CMRB) and Orson Nava. 
Chair: Nira Yuval-Davis (CMRB) 

Increasing numbers of people are becoming border-
guards, as employers, landlords, health workers and 
educators are legally required to administer the UK 
border as part of their everyday lives. As the 2014 
Immigration Act pulls more people into border-guard 
roles, those who are their subjects experience being 
denied jobs, accommodation, healthcare and education 
because these border administrators may not be able 
or willing to understand the complexities of 
immigration law, may act on racist stereotypes or, 
threatened by fines and raids, may exclude racialised 
minorities in order to minimise risk to themselves. 

What are the implications of these developments 
for all of us in our daily lives? 

Please reserve a space at:           
everydayborders.eventbrite.co.uk 

………………………….................... 

 
Exhibition - Adopting Britain: 70 Years of Migration 
17th April until the 6th September 2015 
 

Venue: Southbank Centre, Spirit Level at the Royal 

festival Hall: 10am – 11pm. Free Entrance 

 

An interactive, accessible exhibition about immigration. 

This exhibition explores the stories of many different 

communities that have made Britain their home, from 

those who chose to come here for work or for love, to 

those who have sought asylum, are fleeing persecution 

or escaping from war in their own countries.  

 

Adopting Britain celebrates the keepsakes, traditions 

and languages communities bring with them from their 

mother countries, as well as the ways in which 
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individuals and families adapt to their new home. 

Throughout the exhibition can be found photographs 

from the Migration Museum Project’s 100 Images of 

Migration. 

More information on the website: 

http://www.southbankcentre.co.uk/whatson/adopting

-britain-1000878 

………………………….................... 
 

General Election Manifestos on Immigration 
Policies 
 
On April 13th and 14th, the parties launched their 
General Election Manifestos which outlined their 
directions in immigration policy. The manifestos and 
the summaries published by the Migrants’ Rights 
Network can be found under the following links: 
 
Labour Party 
 
http://b.3cdn.net/labouruk/e1d45da42456423b8c_vw
m6brbvb.pdf 
 
http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/news/2015/labour
-s-manifesto-pledge-immigration 
 
Conservative Party 
 
https://s3-eu-west-
1.amazonaws.com/manifesto2015/ConservativeManife
sto2015.pdf 
 
http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/news/2015/conser
vative-party-manifesto-pledge-immigration 
 
Green Party 
 
https://www.greenparty.org.uk/we-stand-for/2015-
manifesto.html 
 
http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/news/2015/green-
party-manifesto-pledge-immigration 
 
 

 
Liberal Democrats 
http://www.libdems.org.uk/immigration 
 
http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/news/2015/lib-
dem-manifesto-pledge-immigration 
 
UKIP 
 
http://www.ukip.org/policies_for_people 
 
http://www.migrantsrights.org.uk/news/2015/ukip-
manifesto-pledge-immigration 

………………………….................... 

The Islington Refugee Forum (IRF)  

IRF is a refugee led organisation that works with all 
refugee community organisations (RCOs) in Islington.  

IRF aim: The Islington Refugee Forum aims to improve 

the quality of life and wellbeing of Islington’s refugee 

communities.  

 

This vision is based on our shared belief that a 

cohesive and inclusive group of RCOs working together 

in partnership with other voluntary sector 

organisations and statutory services can drive real 

change in the lives of refugees by sharing resources, 

improving access and building capacity. 

 

Our Mission is to work with refugees and refugee 

community organisations in Islington to ensure greater 

economic, social and educational participation in the 

mainstream economy by promoting dialogue, 

partnership working, advocacy and the provision of 

employment, self-employment, health, training advice 

and guidance. 

 

 

 

 

If you have any questions or comments on the content of this newsletter, please 

contact us at info@islingtonrefugeeforum.org or call 0207 832 5847 
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